
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

XLQQLJ?ERIK

Narch 30 , 2 00 4 LB 1089

maybe...I'm assuming that I'm catching you off guard, so..

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Ye a h .

SENATOR PREISTER: Wha t my concern i s, is if we' re giving
$306,000 to the State Fair, and the State Fair is al so giving
additional money to s ubsidise the horse racing industry, that
maybe we aren't aware of in this body, that maybe we should have
those figures and that information. A nd I don 't know f or
certain, but I was told that we, at the State Fair, are paying
expenses for the horse racing season that's being held there .
And you had said at one time horse racing paid into the State
Fair. But if what I was told is accurate, it's reversed, and at
this point the State Fair is now subsidiaing horse racing. Now,
if we want to do that and that's a conscious decision, that's a
decision that probably this body needs to make. To make it by
default I'm not sure is the best thing to do. So it would be
helpful, I t hink, if we had some accurate information on where
the State Fair is losing money. And if the State Fair is losing
money on horse racing, and horse racing is being subsidiaed by
the State Fair, that then comes to the Legislature and asks for
additional money for judges and for...and these prise monies and
these judges also judge adult events, and adults get these prise
monies too, then we should have a different view of where s o me
of that money should come from, and we should be making that as
a conscious decision, if that's true. So I would ho p e t hat
someone can come up with some numbers, and we can see how much
money is being subsidiaed, if that is the case. And a t t h i s
point, I'm not certain, so I don't have an exact answer. But I
was given the information. And I think if n o one here can
answer that guestion, we should get that answer. We should also
know if there's anything in statute that reguires us to run so
many days of racing. It's my understanding that t he t r a c k i n
Omaha is making money. They run just a few days a year. The
t rack . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR PREISTER: ...in Lincoln runs more races over a lo ng er
period of time. And ru nning those additional days ends up
costing more money that is not returned. So if that's the case,
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